[Pulmonary embolism in athletes--a surprising diagnosis].
Pulmonary embolus is considered a rare and surprising event in the athletic population. Failure to diagnose this condition may lead to serious morbidity and even death. We report a case series of athletes diagnosed at the Acute Diagnostic Unit over the last two years, and discuss the special diagnostic, mechanistic and treatment principles in this population. We hope that this article will increase awareness of this condition amongst the medical teams dealing with this super fit population.